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The Opinion of divers Learned and Leading 
 Diſſemters, &c. : 


Propoſ. L 


Hat there be Government in genere, and 

Obedience thereunto, is determined even 

in Nature, by the God of Nature, in making 

Man a ſociable Creature, and each man inſufh- 

cient for himſelf; and in making Republicks ne- 

ceſſary to the welfare and ſafery of Individuals, 
and Government neceflary to thele Republicks. 

Prop. II. 

Prop... Rulers hain are Gods Officers, 
placed under him in his Kingdom, as he is the 
Univerſal Abſolute — ofthe World : and 
they receive their Power from God, who is the 
onely Original of Power. Not only their Strength 
from his Strength, bac their Authority, or Gover- 
ning Power (which is Jus Regend;) from his Su- 
preme Authority, as Mayors and Bailiffs in Cor- 
porations receive their Power from the King, 
Rom. 13.1,2,3. There is no Power but of God : the 


| Powers that be are ordained of God. This Governing 


Power in genere, is not an empty Name; but in 
the Inſtitution containeth in it thoſe things ma- 


T6 A2 terially, 


We, 
terially, which are abſolutely neceſſary to the end 
of Government: 

| | Propoſ. III. | 

Yet God hath left that which is commonly 
called the Specification of Government, and ſome 
lower parts of the Matter and Manner of Exerciſe 
undetermined; as alſo the Individual Perſons or 
Families thac ſhall Rule. In thele three therefore 
it is that Communities interpole. 

1. Whether, the Sovereignty ſhall bein One, 
or Two, or in Ten, or How many,and How divt- 
ded for their Exerciſe, God hath not determined. 

2. Nor hath he determined of every particu- 
lar, whether the Power ſhall extend to this, or 
thar, or the other thing, or not? nor whether it 
ſhall be exerciſed chus,or thus, by ſtanding Courts, 
or Temporary Judges, &c. . 

. Nor hath he named the Perſon or Family 
that ſhall Rule. 
Prop. IV. 

Though theſe in the Conſtitution are determi- 
ned of by Explicit or [Implicit Contract or Con- 
lent between the Ruler and the Community, yer 
by none of theſe three can the People be truly and 
properly ſaid to give the Ruler his Power of Go- 
vernment, not by the farſt, or laſt ; for both thoſe 
do but derermine who ſhall be the Recipient of 
that Power, whether One or more? and who in- 
dividually. Notthe ſecond, for thatis but a li- 


miting, 


ED} 
miting, or bounding, or regulating the Governing 
Power, that it-be not -exerciſed to their hurt : 
The bounding and regulating of their Power, is 
not the giving them Power. The People having 
the ſtrength, cannot be-ruled againſttheir concor- 
dant-wills. And therefore if they contract with 
their Governours, that they will ve ruled chus and 
thus,or not at allthis is nat to give them power : 
Yer propriety they have, and there they may be 
Givers. So that this bounding or regulating, and 


chooſing of the Form, and Perlons, and giving of 


their Propriety, is all that they have to do. And 
the chooling of the Family or Perſon, is nor at all 
a givingthe power. They are but ſine quibus nan 
to that; they do but open the Door to ler in the 
Governour : they do but name the Family or 
Man to whom God, and not they, ſhall give the 
Power. 

As when God hath already determined what 
Authority the Husband ſhall have over- the Wite, 
the Wife by. chooſing him to be her Husband, gi- 
veth him not his power, but onely chooleth the 
Man to whom God giveth ir by-his ſtanding Law. 
Though about the dilpofing of her Eſtate, ſhe may 
limic him by, Pre-Contracts, but if ſhe contract 
againſt his Government, it is a coutradiction and 
null. Nor if he abuſe his Power, doth ir at all 
fall intoher hands.. Ifthe King by Charter, give 
power to. a Corporation to chooſe their Mayor, 
or 


(4) | 
'or other Officer, they do but nominate the Perſons 
that ſhall receive it; but it isthe Kings Charter, 
and not they that give him the power. If a Soul- 
dier voluntarily liſt himſelf under the Kings Ge. 
neral, or other Commanders, he doth but Look 
.the Man that ſhall command him , bur it is the 
Kings Commiſſion chat giveth him che power 
ro command thole that voluncarily ſo liſt them. 
ſelves. And if the Authority be abuled, or for- 
feited, ir isnot into the Souldiers hands, bur into 
che Kings. 
| Propoſ. V. 

The Conſtituring-Conlent or Contract of An. 
ceſtors obligerh all their Poſterity, (it they will 
have any of the ProteRion, or other benefit of Go. 
verninent) to ſtand to the Conſtitution : elle 
Governours ſhould be ſo unſetled and mutable, . 
as to be uncapable of their proper end. 

| Prop. VI. 

God hath neither in Nature nor Scripture eſta- 
ted this power of Government, in whole or in 
part, upon the People of meer Community(much 
leſs on Subje&s) whether Noble or Ignoble, Lear- 
ned or Unlearned, the-part of Community, or the 
whole Body Real or Repreſentative, the Peo- 
ple (as ſuch) have not this power either to Uſe or 
Give. But the abſolure Sovercign of all the 
World doth communicate the Sovereign Power 
in every Kingdom, or other ſort of Common- 

wealth, 


(5) 


The: wealth, from himſelf immediately, I ſay imme- 
diately, not without the Mediation of an Inftru- 
' menc ſignifying his Will : for the Law of Nature 


and Scripture are his Inſtrument, and the Charter 
of Authoricy. Nor yet ſo immediately as with- - 
out any kind of Mediation , for the conſent and 
nomination of the Community before RW 
may be conditio ſine "y non, lo far as aforeſaid. 
Bur it is ſo immediately from God, as there is no 


F: immediate Recipient to receive the power firſt 
from God, and convey ittothe Sovereign. 
Prop. VII. 
| The Natural power of individual perfons over 
P themſelves, is tota ſpecie different from this Politi. 


( | cal or Civil power. And it is not the Indivi- 
duals Refignation of this Natural power of Selt- 
Diſpoſal unco One or more, which is the efficient 
- cauſe of Sovereignty or Civil power. 
Þ&: Prop. VIII. 
if you take the Word LaW properly for the 
| expreſſion of a Rulers Will obliging the Gover. 
6b ned, or making their Duty, and not impreperly 
yi | for meer Contracts between the Sovereign and 
the People, then. ic is clear in the Definition it 
ſelf, char neither Subjefts nor the Communiicy (as. 
ſuch) have any Legiflative power. Neither Na- 
ture nor Scripture hath given the People a power 
| of making Laws, eirher by themſelves or with the- 
Sovereign. Either the fole Power or a part of 


it, 


(6) 
- | gre Nature of Government requirerh, 
nh very wy, ative power, "that 1s, the 
uk uf Wing overning Laws belong to the 
, Or Sovereign "has, (unleſs when 
? waPoteftas is in many hands, you com- 
the Parcakers among themſelves, and .call 
on Party the Sovereign, as having more of the 
— than the reſt ) for thoſe that are riot 
Gayernouts ar all, cannor perform the chief Act 
Gavernmenc , which is the making of Gover- 
FLawes: -bucthe People are-not Governours 
re either afmunicy, wo as no lo 
perecive- that all the Argu- 
cha yu neal Derggeracy : are built u ej 
falſe Suppoſitions ; and when, ever the People 
have any partin the Soyereignty,it i Ae the Aker 
Conſtitucon, apd not by Nature; a 
receive not their Power from the Peoples O Gif, 
(who never hadit thernſelves to uſe or give) but 
from God alone.” 
Prop: IX; 


Though Gad hath not made an univerſal De- 
termination for any one fart of Government a- 
gainſt the Reſt (whether Monarchy, Atiſtocracy, 
| ) becauſe that is the be 'for One Peo. 


le, which may be worſe for Others, yer ordinari. 
| Monarchy is accounted better. then -Ariſtocra- 
x p- and-Aziſtocracy better then Democracy. So 
.much briefly. of rd Original Power. 
FINIS. 
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